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follow up his Munich contact with Mussolini, of whose
handling of the negotiations on that occasion and of
whose general capacity he had formed a very high
opinion. Since Munich the Duce had withdrawn
10,000 of his legionaries from Spain, which was
roughly half of his total effectives there. In addition,
during the height of the crisis General Franco stood
out firmly for Spain's neutrality. In these favourable
circumstances Mr. Chamberlain decided that the time
had come to liquidate the Spanish conflict as a source
of European disturbance by implementing the Italian
Agreement which had been languishing unratified
since April. Having escaped the great catastrophe of
war, surely Mr. Chamberlain asked, nobody can
imagine that with that recollection fresh in their
minds they are going to knock their heads together
over Spain. It was Mussolini's action in using his
influence with Hitler to give time for discussion,
which made Munich possible. "By that act/' Mr.
Chamberlain declared to the House of Commons,
"the peace of Europe was saved. Does anybody
suppose that my request to Signor Mussolini to inter-
vene would have met with a response from him or,
indeed, that I could even have made such a request if
our relations with Italy had remained what they were
a year ago ? "

But once again the perverse sequence of events
made reconciliation with Italy difficult. Speaking at
the Lord Mayor's Banquet on November 9th, Mr.
Chamberlain described himself in a memorable phrase
as a "go-getter" for Peace, but he was careful to point
out that go-getting did not signify the abandonment
of old friendship for new. Thus "our relations with
France are too long standing, too intimate, too highly
prized by both of us to allow such suspicions to be
entertained for one moment." As a reinsurance of
Anglo-French understanding and a mutual checking